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ELECTION SERMON. 



PKOVEKBS XIV. 34. 

aiGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION. 

Man is formed for society. It is only in con- 
nection with his . fellow men, united with them by 
a variety of ties, natural and adventitious, that he 
can attain to that happiness, of which the wise 
and benevolent author of his being has made him 
capable. The conduct of individuals, united to- 
gether in society, must, necessarily, have a very 
considerable influence on others as well as on 
themselves. They have not only a private, separate 
interest to advance, but likewise a common interest, 
the promotion of which is no less necessary for their 
happiness. Each is concerned in the prosperity of 
the community of which he is a member ; the 
public good becomes a private blessing ; and 
national evils must affect every individual. 

From these considerations, a solution of the 
following enquiry must appear, important : In what 
way can the common interest, the public good be 
best promoted ? Or, in other words, What is most 



conducive to 4he happiness of a nation ? This 
question is answered in the divinely inspired aphor^ 
ism prefixed to this discourse, " Righteousness ex- 
alteth a nation." 

The subject to which we are naturally called to 
attend, by our text, is the necessity of righteousness 
among a people to make them happy as a nation. 
This is a topic worthy of our regard at all times ; 
and it is particularly suited to the occasion of our 
meeting this day, the beginning of our civil year, in 
the sanctuary of the Lord. Permit me to request 
the serious and candid attention of the respected 
rulers of the state now present, and of all this audi- 
ence, while I endeavor, 

I. To show what that Righteousness is, which is 
spoken of in the text. 

II. To point out how Righteousness tends, to 
exalt a nation. 

IIL To apply the subject. 

I. What is that Righteousness, of which king 
Solomon speaks ? 

In the sacred volume, the word righteousness is 
used sometimes in a more restricted, and sometimes 
in a more extensive sense. In some passages, it 
denotes integrity, or uprightness, as regards our 
kitercourse with mankind ; rendering to them what 



they may justly claim from us. Understood in this 
sense, it is synonymous with justice. In other 
passages, the word has a more general signification ; 
and comprises not only justice, or a discharge of 
those equitable claims which others have upon us, 
but likewise that love to God and man, which is 
the bond of perfectness. In the text, the word is 
used in its most extensive sense, as is evident from 
its being opposed to sin, in the subsequent clause 
of the verse. 

Thus explained, righteousness embraces the 
whole moral law, all the duties which we owe both 
to God and man. It is of the same import with 
holiness, or a truly religious temper, exhibited in a 
good life. It requires not only that our actions be 
good, but that the principle, or motive, which gives 
rise to them, be conformable to the will of God, the 
great standard of duty. " Whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not Unto men." In 
these words, the inspired Apostle suggests the only 
principle of action which can make any one tmly 
righteous. 

Let it be further observed, that righteousness 
requires men, when acting in a public capacity, to 
be governed by the same great principles of recti- 
tude, by which they ought to regulate their conduct 
as individuals. What would be unrighteous in an 
individual, cannot be divested of its tuq>itude, by 
becoming the .joint act of a number united in a 
public body. What is morally wrong can never 
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be politically right. Truth and righteousness, like 
their divine author, are immutable ; not to be 
changed to accommodate men in what they may 
think expedient ; and national sins are no less 
odious to a God of infinite holiness than private 
wickedness. 

II. It was proposed to point out how Righteous- 
ness tends to exalt a nation. 

To exalt a nation is to promote it to distinguished 
honor. Whatever makes it internally flourishing, 
prosperbus, and happy, will have this effect ; and 
to this, righteousness, as above explained, is highly 
conducive. In what respects we now proceed to 
show. 

1. Righteousness tends to exalt a nation, on ac- 
count of the influence which it has upon rulers. 

There have been many disputes respecting the 
best form of gbvernment ; and volumes have been 
written to display the excellencies and defects of 
each mode. I shall not attempt to answer a ques- 
tion which has been so much agitated. Were I 
competent to the task, the time allotted for my dis- 
course would not be sufficient ; and the place from 
which I speak renders the discussion of such topics 
improper. Still I may remark, thdt however excel- 
lent any constitution of government may be in 
theory; however pleasing itmay.be to the states- 
man, when contemplating upon it in his closet ; 



whether a people shall be happy under it, will de- 
pend essentially upon its administration. The 
best government in theory may be so administered, 
as to prove a real curse to a nation. Of this there 
will always be danger, unless rulers sacredly regard 
the great principles of righteousness ; unless, to use 
the expressive language of inspiration, they have 
the fear of God before their eyes. 

Although native strength of mind, practical wis- 
dom, and much acquired knowledge, are necessary 
to qualify men to frame good laws, or to execute 
them judiciously ; yet these are not the only qualifi- 
cations, for which we should look in persons whom 
we select as rulers. Besides wisdom to discern 
what is right, they should have integrity to pursue 
a correct course ; and there can be no integrity but 
that which springs from religious principles. No 
dependence can be placed on a man, for a uniform 
discharge of the duties which he owes to his 
fellow men, who disregards his higher obUgations 
to his maker. The first commandment of the law 
is, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul." 

In their natural state, which is a state of deprav- 
ity, men are governed by a regard to self interest. 
Until a moral change take place by the renovating 
influences of the Holy Spirit; until supreme love 
to God, and real benevolence to man, become 
leading principles of action, they cannot be expec- 
ted to consult the good of others ; to be sincere 
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friends to their country ; or to dischai^, with 
fidelity, the duties of their respective stations in 
life. 

« Fop when was public virtue to be found, 

" Where private was not ? Can he love the whole,^^ 

" Who loves no pairt ? He be a nation's friend, 

" Who is in truth the friend of to man there ? 

" Can he be strenuous in bis country's cause, 

" Who slights the charities, for whose dear sake, 

" That country, if at all, must be belov'd ?" 

CowrEu, 

It is indeed true^ that vyhat are called the rules 
of honor, and a regard to reputation, haive a very 
considerable influence upon men, and will lead 
them to do their duty, externally, in many respects ; 
but he, who has no higher principles to guide him, 
will often prove deficient. He, to whorn the breath 
of popular applause is, above all things,: dear, will 
frequently swerve from the plain path of righteous^ 
ness. The fear of losing an election will often 
lead him to withhold his sanction from beneficial 
regulations which are unpopular ; to wink at 
transgressions, to punish which he ought to exert 
the authority entrusted to him ; and instead o{ 
being " a terror to evil doers," he will become the 
friend of the, wicked. 

Further, He who, in all his conduct, manifests 
that he is governed by the great principles of 
righteousness, as inculcated in the holy scriptures^ 
acquires a dignity of character, which an irreligious 
man can never possess. He will command respect. 
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even from his enemies ; all judicious people will 
be disposed to confide in him ; they will readily 
trust their important concerns in his hands. A 
steady discharge of the duties of rehgion and 
morality will give him an influence, which can 
spring from no other source ; and while he is 
uniformly endeavoring to do good to others, he 
will receive that applause, which only is desirable, 
the applause of the righteous. 

It may be also observed, under this head of 
discourse, that righteousness, or true religion,; is 
necessary for rulers, not only to lead them to dis- 
charge their public duties with fidelity, and to fit 
them to be a blessing to 'the people, but also, on 
account of the influence of their example. To 
men, vested with pubUc authority, and placed iii 
the higher ranks of society, others naturally look up) 
as models for imitation. If such men deny the- 
divine inspiration of the scriptures, or discard 
essential doctrines taught in the sacred volume ; — 
if they disregard the institutions of heaven, and 
violate the holy rest of the Sabbath ;— if they scoff 
at sacred things, — ^take God's name in vain,^-or 
live in the practice of any vice, — they must expect 
to see their inferiors and dependents ready to imitate 
them ; and their authority will be continually 
counteracted by the pernicious influence of their 
irreligious or immoral conduct. So neccessary^ 
for the happiness of a nation, is righteousness in 
those who are appointed to administer its govern- 
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ment ; and so hostile, to the good of the commu- 
nity, are irreUgion and immorality in rulers. 

2. Righteousness conduces to national welfare 
and prosperity, as it tends to promote among the 
people a general disposition to obey laws enacted 
for the public good. 

However wise and salutaiy laws may be in 
themselves ; and however intelligent and righteous 
the rulers of a country may be ; if there is among 
the body of the people a spirit of insubordination, a 
disposition to transgress, very serious evils must 
ensue. Many crimes, which are forbidden by law, 
may be committed withoiit much danger of 
detection ; and when the number of transgressors 
becomes great, it may be dangerous to attempt to 
carry laws into execution. Against such evils, 
that righteousness which is spoken of in the text, or 
a spirit of true religion, is the only safeguard. 

Such a spirit teaches men obedience to the laws 
of the land ; it leads them to regard civil govern- 
ment as an ordinance of heaven, and to submit to 
it as of divine appointment. Where men are 
actuated by a supreme regard to their maker, and 
by a disposition to promote the good of their fellow 
men, which always accompanies love to God, they 
will not censure rulers without good and just 
reasons ; they will not be persuaded to rebel against 
lawful authority, exercised for the public good. 
It is only among the irreligious and immoral, that 
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opposers to good and wholesome laws are to be 
found. The restraints imposed by such laws are 
uneasy to their perverse minds. To free them- 
selves from these restraints, and to give full scope 
to their passioijs, they wish to overturn regular 
government, and to introduce a state of things, in 
which every man may do what'is right in his own 
eyes. Where righteousness prevails among a peo- 
ple, few persons of this description are to be 
found ; and those few can have little influence- ; 
for it is only on those like themselves that they 
can make any lasting impression. Men of integ- 
rity may be deceived by them for a time ; but 
they will soon discover their base designs, and 
withdraw from them their support. 

Further, That obedience to civil laws, which 
springs from true religion, is much to be preferred 
to that which originates in a fear of the penalty. 
Those who have no higher principle to guide them, 
than a fear of temporal punishment, will not be 
uniform in their obedience ; they, will transgress, 
whenever they imagine they can do it without detec- 
tion. But a truly righteous man has nobler views. 
He aims to approve himself to that God to whom he 
feels accountable ; and is therefore sincere in his 
obedience, regarding, in his conduct, all the laws 
of God and man. His religion teaches him to 
respect, on account of their ofiice, those to whom 
divine Providence has entrusted the administration 
of government ; and he is disposed to aid thern as 
3 
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far as lies in his power. He makes every can4i(i 
allowance for the weakness and imperfection of 
human nature, where base motives are not too 
obvious to be overlooked. And if, in the course 
of events, he finds such evidence of corruption, 
partiality, or oppression, as cannot be withstood, 
he will rather suffer than have recourse to hasty, 
violent measures to obtain redress. Such will be 
the influence of a truly religious temper ; — such, the 
natural tendency of righteousness diffused among 
the body of a people. 

3. Righteousness is conducive to national pros- 
perity and happiness, as its tendency is to produce 
a general state of peace and harmony in society, 
and to dispose men to do good to each other., 

Of all evils, which can happen to a nation, 
internal divisions are most to be dreaded ; for these 
lead, directly, to national ruin. But where a 
people are united among themselves, like a band 
of brothers, they have little to fear from abroad. 
This desirable state of peace and harmony is the 
natural effect of that righteousness of which the 
text speaks, and it can spring from no other source. 
So long as men disregard the obligations of religion, 
they will be unfriendly to each other. Governed 
wholly by selfish principles, they will be indifferent 
to the happiness of others ; seeking only to promote 
their own interests, and those of the party to which 
they belong. 



13 

I'he apostle James leads us, at once, to the 
•source of sill the wars and coramdtions which have 
disturbed the world, — ^the unbridled lusts and pas- 
sions of men. To restrain these is the province of 
religion. This teaches a man to sacrifice his own 
iilterest, when it cannot be promoted without injury 
to others ; it counteracts that selfishness which is 
the characteristic of depraved man ; and, in its 
place, substitutes a benevolent principle, which 
leads men to look, not every man on his own things 
only, but also on the things of others. Where this 
principle operates, men will dwell together in 
unity ; discharging the duties respectively incum- 
bent upon them ; mutually aiding each other ; 
and all cheerfully uniting to advance the common 
interest. 

This is true patriotism, — a quality very different, 
in its origin and effects, from that noisy declamation, 
concerning the public good, which is noticeable in 
ambitious, designing men, who, while they say 
much concerning their attachment to the welfare 
of the nation, evince, by their conduct, that they 
are friends to none but themselves. He, who 
makes few professions of public spiritedness, but 
steadily pursues a course of conduct calculated to 
advance the well-being of the nation, and uniformly 
endeavors to promote peace and harmony ; he, 
who manifests a readiness to do good to all men a9 
he has opportimity ; he, who gives evidence of 
being actuated by the benevolent spirit of the 
gospel ; may be esteemed a- true patriot. And the 
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more numerous such men are in any country, the 
greater will be its prosperity and happiness ; — the 
higher will it be exalted. 

Happy must that nation be where the rulers and 
people are guided by uprightness of hearty in the 
manner mentioned in this discourse ! The former 
judiciously, impartially, and righteously adminis- 
tering the government ^ and exhibiting a dignified 
example of reverence for God, and of a discharge 
of the duties of life I The latter observing the laws 
of the Hand; obeying the injunctions of the civil 
magistrate from principle, from a regard to that 
God who ordained civil government ; rendering 
to all their dues 5 dwelling together in unity ; and 
cheerfully doing all in their power towards pro- 
moting thte common interest ! Such a people will 
be flourishing and prosperous. They may, with 
confidence, rely on the protection of the great Ruler 
of nations ; and may bid defiance to any who shall 
attempt to injure them. " The work of righteousness 
shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, 
quietness and assurance forever." 

III. We are now to attend to an application of 
this subject. 

1. If righteousness is thus necessary, for the 
public tranquillity and happiness, we infer the 
importance of a general beUef of the great princi- 
ples of religion. 
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It is indeed true, that it is only the external 
conduct of a man which has a direct influence 
upon his fellow men. But what that external 
conduct shall be will depend greatly upon internal 
principles. All attempts to support a uniform 
system of good morals, where the leading doctrines 
of religion are discarded, will, in the end, be found 
abortive. The fear of temporal punishment, and a 
regard to reputation, may, for a time, induce men 
externally to obey laws ; but there are a great 
variety of methods in which mankind may, and 
in fact do, injure each other, of which civil laws 
can take no cognizance. To giikrd against such 
injuries, some more powerful restraints are neces- 
sary, than what arise from any worldly consid- 
erations. 

If all regard to God, and to a future state of exist- 
ence, should be once banished from the minds of 
ihen, no principle of action would be left sufficient- 
ly powerful to influence them to pursue a steady 
course of good conduct. It has accordingly been 
the opinion of the wisest and best men, in all ages, 
that a belief of the great fundamental doctrines of 
religion is necessary, not only for individual hap- 
piness, but for the public good ; that men should 
be taught to reverence God ; that they should 
believe they are accountable to their maker for 
their actions and that their conduct in this life 
will have an influence on their future and eternal 
well-being. 
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Further, As a belief of the great principles of 
religion is necessary to lead to a good life, that 
System of doctrines is to be considered as the 
most excellent, which will tend in the greatest 
de^ee to produce this effect. Hete Christianity 
challenges a superiority to all others. The ideas 
which it gives of the character and perfectiohs of 
the one only living and true God ; of the condition 
of man and his various duties ; of the present and 
a future state of existence ; and of that great plan 
of salvation, which displays the wisdom, the power, 
the justice, and the grace God, and which provides 
for the honor of the divine law, while it points out 
a way for pardon to be extended to the transgressor ; 
these things are calculated to have a powerful 
influence on the heart, and on the life, and give 
to the reUgion of the Bible a preeminent claim to 
attention. ~ In connectioh with ot^er arguments, 
they prove its divine authority ; and this being 
established, it demands a cordia,! reception from all 
to whom it is made known. 

From the importance of the system taught in 
the holy scriptures, on account of its tendency tO 
promote national as well as individual happiness, 
and especially from the divine authority of that 
sacred volume, it becomes the duty of all to aid its 
circulation. The establishment of Bible Societies, 
and of other institutions designed to aid the cause 
of rehgion, promises good to our country ; and all, 
who are desirous of advancing the best interests 
-of the state' and nation, must feel it to be their 
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duty to promote such institutions. This is a 
mode of doing good in which all should unite ; in 
this way all may manifest true patriotism ; and the 
more this object is attended to, the higher will the 
nation be exalted. 

2. From the subject we infer, that it is the duty 
of rulers to exert themselves for the promotion of 
true religion. 

They are appointed for the public good ; and 
are bound to use all means conducive to that 
important end. If it be true that righteousness is 
necessary for this, it follows that duty imperiously 
demands of rulers to use the authority, with which 
they are invested, in such a manner as shall tend to 
advance this object. And as there can be no true 
righteousness, which is not founded on the great 
principles of religion, it is incumbent on them to 
promote those principles, in every way in their 
power. They ought, therefore, to enact and exe- 
cute laws for the due observation of the Sabbath ; 
to make suitable provision for public worship ; and 
to encourage the support of religious institutions. 
This they may do without infringing on the' rights 
of conscience ; nor can it, with reason or justice, 
be considered an encroachment on those rights to 
enforce, so far as human laws extend, an observ- 
ance of the fourth commandment of the decalogue, 
any more than it is to punish violations of other 
precepts in that sacred code.-; As guardians of 
the public morals, civil magistrates are bound, 
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notorUy by their example to Tecommend, but by 
their influejice and. authority to encourage true 
religion, as .the only foundation of!, good morals. 
While they leave it to individua,ls. to determine to 
what denomination of Christians they will belong, 
and freely to choose their particular mode of 
worship, it is incumbent on them to see, that no 
one be allowed to plead conscience, as an excuse 
for disturbing the worship of others, or for openly 
reviling all religion, and scoffing at things sacred. 

I presume not to dictate to the respected rulers 
of this state, what regulations they ought to adopt, 
nor what particular course they ought to pursue. 
But as I am called to address them on this occasion, 
they will permit me to remind them, with all due 
deference, that . the oath of God is upon them, 
requiring them to discharge their respective duties 
with fidelity, " according to their best judgment, 
and without respect of persons." May they, there- 
-fore, rise superior to party views ; discard partiality, 
favoritism, apd the fear of man ; consider them- 
selyes " as ministers of God for good ;" and en- 
deavor, by their example, influence, and authority, 
to advance that rightebusness which exalteth a 
nation. 

May His Excellency the Governor, and all sub- 
ordinate officers, to whom the execution of the laws 
is entrusted, remember their responsibility, and en- 
deavor uniformly to be faithful to their high charge, 
that they may not " bear the sword in vain." 
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May the Honorablie Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives adopt,- from time to time, such reg- 
ulations as shall be wisely calculated to restrain the 
wicked, — to discountenance iniquity of every kind, 
— ^to promote truth and justice between man and 
man,-i-and to preserve, unimpaired, those civil and 
religious institutions, for which this state has been 
so long and so justly celebrated. Andj in selecting 
men for office, may they look carefully to the 
qualifications of those whom they clotixe with 
authority ; remembering} the counsel given by 
Jethro to his son in law Moses : " Moreover, thou 
shalt provide, out of all the people, able men, such 
as fear God, hating covetousness." 

May that great Being, by whom " kings reign, 
and princes decree justice," impart to all our rulers 
" integrity of heart," and " skilfulness of hands ;" 
and dispose them to encourage, by every suitable 
method, the practice of those religious duties, and 
moral virtues, which conduce to the welfare of a 
nation. May they imitate, in correctness of princi- 
ple, in purity of motive, in uprightness of conduct, 
and in public utility, many eminent worthies, who 
have preceded them in the various departments of 
government in this state, and who, having served 
their generation with fidelity, are now receiving 
the rewards of the. faithful, in the kingdom of their 
God. 

And here I feel it to be my duty to notice, as an 
example particularly worthy of imitation, the late 

4 
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second ma^strate of this state^ who, since we last 
met on this anniversary, has terminated his earthly 
course. Lieutenant Governor Goodrich was a 
man preeminently distinguished for those talents 
and virtues, which are necessary to complete the 
character of a good ruler ; and for that righteous- 
ness which, while it dignifies and ennobles the 
private character, tends to exalt a nation. He was 
cordially esteemed by'those who shared his confi- 
dence,— ^greatly respected by those who knew hi» 
worth, — ^and is now deservedly lamented by all. 
" The memory of the just is blessed." 

3. The subject before us affords instruction to 
the sons of Aaron, the ministers of the sanctuary. 

My brethren in that holy office will permit me 
to remind them, that fidelity to our great master, 
as well as a regard for the happiness of those over 
whom we are pdaced in the Lord, calls on us to 
exert ourselves, zealously, for the promotion of 
righteousness. While we preach the everlasting 
gospel, — while we proclaim to sinners glad tidings 
of great joy, — ^while we explain the great scheme 
of salvation, into which Angels desire to look^— ^ 
while we insist on the true ground of justificatioia,, 
Faith in Jesus Christ, *' let us never expose our- 
" selves to the imputation of disregarding the pre- 
" cepts of the gospel, or of sanctioning, in any ^ort, 
" the neglect of that pure system of morals, which 
" our Lord established as of permanent and indis- 
"pensable obhgation." While " contending ear- 
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nestly for the faith once delivered to the saints," 
let us contend also for a holy life ; and press the 
idea, that brthodoixy of sentiment will not avail 
without practical godliness. While we insist much 
on experimental piety, and exert ourselves to pro- 
mote revivals of religion, let us teach expUcitly that 
a real change df heart will not only influence the 
aflfections, but will be followed with a due govern- 
ment of the temper, of the tongue, and of the life ; 
that " sanctification is the invariable concomitant, 
" the necessary effect, and the only satisfactory evi- 
" dence, of justification through the obedience unto 
" death of the Son of God." " Whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoe'^er 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report," these are virtues 
of the Christian code,, which should be often incul- 
cated, as essential parts of the Christian character. 

Let us also consider ourselves as bound to unite 
our strenuous efforts, with those of the ministers of 
justice, to enforce an obedience to the good and 
wholesome laws of the state ; — -to cause the Sab- 
bath of the Lord to be remembered and kept holy, 
and all the institutions of religion to be sacredly 
observed ;— to check profanity, intemperance, and 
licentiousness ; — and to encourage the practice of 
those virtues on which the public happiness so 
much depends. 

Powerful inducements to fidelity present them- 
selves to the mind. We " watch for souls as those 
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who must give account." " The night is far spent, 
the day is at hand," to many of us ; and to all the 
time will soon come, when we must follow our 
^brethren, who have gone before us the year past, 
and answer for the manner in which we shall have 
performed the work of the ministry. Awful will be 
the doom of those who shall be chargeable vdth 
the blood of souls ! May we escape that doom, and 
receive from our Judge the plaudit of, " Well done, 
good and faithful servants !" 

4. The subject addresses itself to all persons 
present, of whatever rank and station in life. 

Men, brethren, and fathers, we are all members 
df the same community ; and are bound to contri- 
bute, as far as lies in our power, to the public weal. 
This we may do by practising that righteousness 
which exalteth a nation. Its natural tendency is 
to make a people happy ; and it secures the protec- 
tion and favor of the God of all the kingdoms of 
the earth. If the Lord be on our side, we need 
not fear what man can do unto us ; and he will 
ever be on the side of those who reverence, love, 
and serve him. Tha,t we may obtain the divine 
benediction, let us sincerely repent of our sins ; 
and exert ourselves, according to our respective 
stations, to produce a general reformation. Let us 
discountenance principles which tend to licentious- 
ness of manners ; and endeavour to advance true 
religion, — ^that supreme regard to God, and that 
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sincere benevolence to man, which are. enjoined in 
the holy scriptures. 

We are, professedly, a Christian people. Let us 
firmly believe the, doctrines, and carefully observe 
the precepts, taught by him whose name we bear. 
Realizing our guilt, and our exposure to the penalty 
of that -holy law, which we have transgressed, let 
us, by faith, look to the great Redeemer for pardon. 
Sensible of our pollution, and of our spiritual im- 
potence, let us earnestly pray for the promised aids 
of the Holy Spirit. And, actuated by Christian 
charity, let us importunately beseech him, with 
whom is the residue of the Spirit, that he would 
shower down divine influences, and revive his 
work ; that he would build up our churches, of 
various Christian denominations, in the most holy 
faith of the gospel ; and incline the hearts of all 
to obey his commandments. 

Let not our regards, and our efforts to do good, 
be confined to the narrow limits of this state, but 
reach to all parts of our widely extended country. 
The fertile regions of the west and south are set- 
tling with astonishing rapidity. Villages and towns 
are rising in places where, but a short time since, 
the beast of the forest roamed, and the savage 
sought his scanty subsistence. Those who have 
gone to convert the wilderness into a fruitful field, 
are anxiously looking to their brethren in the east, 
and saying, " Come over, and help us." This call 
is repeated of late, with increased earnestness and 
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importunitj- They are awake to their situation, 
and are anxious to have their spiritual wants sup- 
plied. As the best means of promoting the pros- 
perity and happiness of those who have emigrated 
to distant places, destitute \)f the stated enjoyment 
of the gospel, and the institutions of religion ; and 
indeed of advancing the well-being of the nation ; 
let us endeavor to extend religious knowledge, and 
aid the circulation of the holy scriptures ; until all 
our settlements shall have the means of hearing the 
gospel preached ; and until .every house shall have 
within its walls that volume, which, while it pre- 
scribes the only line of conduct calculated to make 
man happy here, proclaims glad tidings of salva- 
tion, and holds forth the only hope which points to 
immortality. 

Nor let the limits of our country, extensive as 
they are, bound our charity. As a nation we are 
now at peace with all the world. Let the benevo- 
lent spirit, which actuated the Prince of Peace, 
influence our he,arts. Let it prompt us to buiy 
national animosities, — ^to wish well to all mankind, 
— to pray for all, — ^and to do good to all as we have 
opportunity. The present is a peculiarly favorable 
period, to make exertions for the spread of truth 
and righteousness throughout the world. A more 
general state of peace prevails, than has been the 
case for many years. Let us hope that all Christian 
nations will profit by the awful calamities, which 
have been brought upon the fairest portions of the 
earth, by the destructive ravages of war ; and that 
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they will in future be disposed to observe the peace- 
ful precepts of their holy religion. Let us indulge 
the pleasing hope, that a late treaty formed by three 
celebrated monarchs, in which they pledge them- 
selves to conform to the principles of love and 
peace, inculcated by the Saviour God, is not a po- 
litical finesse, but a solemn determination on their 
part, to act pursuant to the declaration which they 
have published to the world ; and that other rulers 
will recognize the same great principles, and adopt 
a correspondent course of conduct. Encouraged 
with this delightful prospect, let us all exert our- 
selves, for the universal diffusion of Christianity, 
as preparatory to the introduction of that glorious 
period, vvhich animates the hopes and prayers of 
saints, when all shall cry, 

1 " Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us ! 
" The dwellers in the vales and in the rocks 
" Shput to each other, and the mountain tops 
" From distant mountains catch the flying joy, 
" Till, nation after nation taught the strain, 
" Earth roll the rapturous Hosanna round." 

To conclude. Let us alllfcarefully improve the 
respective talents committed to us. As rulers and 
subjects, as ministers and people, let us study to 
approve ourselves to that God with whom we have 
to do ; andy with our eye directed forward to the 
great day of retribution, so live, that " our rejoi- 
^cing" may ever be " this, the testimony of our 
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, 
we have had our conversation in the world. "...rAMEN. 



